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to drink straight through the luncheon. Before reaching
New York Jack had written a glowing review of The Jungle
which now sent that muckraking classic and its author on
their way to fame.

On February 3, when lecturing in St. Paul, he fell ill and
his mouth became covered with cold sores. He cancelled the
balance of his lectures to return to Glen Ellen, where he
rented part of Wake Robin from Ninetta Eames and Edward
Payne, the joint owners. It was here he hatched his plans
for an adventure which was to make all other adventures of
his thrill-packed life seem pale by comparison.

The summer before, while sunning himself on the beach
at the swimming hole at Glen Ellen, he had read to the
group of vacationers from Captain Joshua Slocum's book
Sailing Alone Around the World. Captain Slocum's boat had
been thirty-seven feet long; Jack mentioned jokingly that
he would not be afraid to sail around the world in a small
boat, say forty feet long. Now, back at Wake Robin, having
had his fill of crowds and cities and adulation, sensitive to
the fact that he was being attacked from many corners and
for many reasons, that the people of Glen Ellen w#re hostile
because of the haste and circumstances of his second marriage,
he once again began talking about the voyage around the
world. He had long planned just such an expedition to the
South Seas; it was one of the great dreams of his life,
kindled by the romantic tales of Stevenson and Melville.
Charmian, whose forte was adventure, encouraged him, as
did Ninetta Eames and Edward Payne, who hoped Roscoe
Eames would become captain of the ship.

"I had a house to build on the ranch, also an orchard, a
vineyard, several hedges to plant, and a number of other
things to do. We thought we would start in four or five
years. Then the lure of adventure began to grip us. Why
not start at once? Let the orchard, vineyard and hedges be
growing while we were away. After all, I'd never be any
younger." Always impetuous, swift of decision, heedless of
cost, he resolved that he too, was going to circle the globe
in a small boat.